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battalions, two batteries, four squadrons) would have
to fight two and even three Austrian brigades.

Before seeing how that advance guard will act, let us
examine the ground.

POSITION ON THE WENZELSBEEG PLATEAU

The road to Neustadt follows a hollow, the Branka-
Schlucht, then the western outskirts of Branka forest,
which occupies the highest part of the plateau. That
forest is bounded to the east by steep and cragged slopes
which fall on to the Mettau. The summit of the plateau
rises, with the road following it, then runs east of the
road, which though no longer at the greatest height,
still forms, with the edge of the forest, a powerful line
of resistance. There lies the last " point d'appui " for
troops fighting face to the west. One cannot, however,
use there any large numbers of cavalry or artillery, on
account of the woods and of the steep slopes which fall
down to the Mettau.

The Wenzelsberg plateau commands the whole ground
to the east, more particularly the heights of Kleny.
Observation is, however, hindered by the woods which
stand half-way down the slope, in the direction of
Prowodow and Schonow as well as in that of Neustadt
and Wzchowin. Any assailant ooming from those direc-
tions could find, among those numerous woods and
hollows, protection and shelter from both the observa-
tion and the fire of the defence; cover which, on the day
of the fight, was increased by the advanced growth of
the crops.

Thus the line of defence of the Wenzelsberg plateau for
a force facing westwards does not lie on the ridge, but half-
way down it. It may be drawn by the western out-
skirts of Wysokow, the south-western outskirts of the
small wood (Waldchen), thS evangelical church of Wen-
zelsberg, the forester's house and the patches of wood
which surround it to the east, and so to the south as far
as Sochors.

From that line there falls a slope of from five to ten,
degrees, entirely uncovered, and allowing a very power-
ful artillery and infantry fire to develop. This line of
defence is also high enough to command the heights
of Kleny. Its development is on a front of about